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Fashion designer Mariana Carneiro is from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where she 
graduated with a design degree and an MBA in fashion business. She has 
been working in the fashion industry for over 10 years as a clothing designer, 
jewelry designer, marketing manager, and store manager. After several years 
of analyzing the consumer's behaviour and consequences of consumer 
culture, she decided to start making changes in her life that would allow her 
to live in a more sustainable and minimalist way. She has a strong passion for 
fashion, so wanted to make small, yet meaningful lifestyle changes. Today, 
she runs her own jewelry brand, Kaju Creations.

Irina McKenzie is a social entrepreneur and an avid advocate of the Circular 
Economy and Sustainability in the Fashion Industry. Taking special interest in 
Textile Waste, Irina founded FABCYCLE, a B2B collection service of textile 
waste to enable designers disrupt the cycle of garment production and 
transform waste into resources by finding innovative outlets to Reuse, Recycle 
and Recover Fabric Waste. Prior to FABCYCLE, Irina founded Frameworq, an 
event-based initiative that brings together designers and consumers to 
explore the relationship we have with our clothes using a hands-on, 
experiential approach.
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 Dr. Paul Richard, Chair of KPU’s Environmental Protection, is interested in all 
aspects of waste management and pollution prevention. This covers the 
gamut of solid waste management and recycling, from single-use plastics to 
the new challenges posed by the garment industry. He is grateful to KPU for 
giving him the possibility of spending some time in Northern Europe 
documenting solid waste management practices.  He recently wrote an article 
for Mise-en-Scene, the Journal of Film and Visual Narration, reviewing the 
movie Traceable and focusing on the environmental aspects of the fashion 
industry and the interesting role of the movie protagonist in this context. In 
his classes, he has encouraged his students to carry out research linking 
garbage and fashion.

Passionate about handwork and quality production, Wendy Schindler is a 
fourth-year fashion design student at KPU who is working on her final 
collection of Couture evening wear for curvy women. The fine craftsmanship 
that goes into each garment is unique, and this is what fuels Wendy to keep 
creating. At Vancouver Fashion Week, she recently showcased a collection 
which included a completely zero-waste dress. Zero-waste fashion refers to 
items of clothing that generate little or no textile waste during their 
production cycle. As Wendy was making the other garments for her 
collection, she noticed a large accumulation of textile scraps. She wanted to 
make a garment that wasted no textiles, but still kept to the theme and 
aesthetic of her collection. Since then, Wendy has been experimenting and 
continuing to play with zero waste techniques, using these skills to try to 
eliminate as much textile waste as possible in her designs.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Whilst doing fieldwork in Bangladesh, Nabila Idris, 
Doctoral Student in Politics and International Studies, University of 
Cambridge, was astonished by the dismal lack of social protection for workers 
in the garments industry and its impact. She is now a doctoral researcher at 
the University of Cambridge where she studies the politics of policymaking, 
with a focus on welfare policies in developing countries.
 




