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As a premier event in Metro Vancouver, KDocs celebrates the 
power of documentary film.  Working in partnership with the 
Vancouver International Film Centre/Vancity Theatre, KDocs 
showcases award-winning documentary films, keynote 
speakers, filmmakers, panelists, exhibitors, and community 
partners.  Participants will engage in lively discussion, 
debate, and dialogue as they investigate today’s most 
pressing global issues.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building strong partnerships in and across KPU’s many 
communities was (and still is) a foundational goal of KDocs—
that is, to be a documentary film festival that is not just 
faculty-driven with narrow goals, but also student-, staff-, 
alumni-, and community-driven, with a global-facing, social 
justice education mission rooted in student engagement.  
We are extremely proud of the many connections and 
collaborations KDocs has initiated, built, and deepened, on 
campus and off.  We look forward to further engaging with, 
and on behalf of, Kwantlen’s many learners.

Uniting learners through social justice,  
global citizenship, and creative solution-building

KDocs is KPU’s very own Documentary Film Festival, led by learners and 
educators from all of KPU’s communities. KDocs contributes to KPU’s 
engagement of various and varied communities, through documentary 
screenings and community dialogue, in critical thinking and understanding 
about ourselves, our communities, and our world.

Interested in Bringing KDocs Outreach 
to Your School or Organization?
Launched in 2015, the KDocs Community Outreach Program engages learners within and beyond the KPU community 
with documentary screenings, workshops, and town hall discussions. With the exception of February—the KDocs 
Film Festival’s regular season–Community Outreach events happen throughout the year. This programming reflects 
KDocs’s commitment to always be “Uniting learners through social justice, global citizenship, and creative solution-
building.” What topic is meaningful to your group? How can you learn more about these issues while building a stronger 
community? Let the Community Outreach team customize a program that creates dialogue around what matters to you. 
The following options can be half-day or full-day sessions: 

• Workshops (screening plus facilitated discussion and exercise)

• Town halls (screening with panel discussion/audience Q&A for larger groups)

• Training sessions in documentary production with an industry professional (charges may apply)

 

Learn more about the KDocs Community Outreach Program by contacting its Coordinator,  
Greg Chan, at greg.chan@kpu.ca. You can also visit the Community  Outreach page at kdocsff.com.



KDocs Navigates 
the Ivory Tower 
with Langley  
Secondary School
The KDocs Outreach team joined Christa Barberis’s Social 
Justice 12 class at Langley Secondary School to screen 
Andrew Rossi’s Ivory Tower (2014) and lead a discussion 
about the state of higher education in America. As a  
take-home assignment, the students made social media 
posts (via Facebook and Twitter) and short reaction 
videos to the day’s social justice issues.

 

KDocs Outreach Partners with Delview 
Secondary for a “Legacy Project”
Students in Annie Li-Hindson’s History 12 class partnered with KDocs Community Outreach to produce seven original 
documentaries: Death by Diamonds by Jshandeep Jassal, Madison Knox, and Sobia Moman; John Baxter by Joanna Adams 
and Noah Cousineau; The Forgotten 9/11 by Kaley Banga, Leah Fitzsimons, and Senol Sasmaz; Kenya’s Independence by 
Serene Aulakh,  Bavraj Basram, and Annmol Sihota; Partition of India and Pakistan by Simran Bains, Allison Lucchesi, and 
Hannah Pozdnikoff; Prague Spring by Abhi Bajwa, Dane Jasek and Connor Liptak; and The Second Gulf War by Adrian 
Canoe, Anna Culchesky, and Ty Stadel.

The high school historians had been given a challenging assignment: in the form of a documentary, tell the story of an 
individual they know who survived a major historical event of the 20th century. Over the course of a semester, KDocs 
Board Member Manon Boivin guided them through documentary pre-production, production, and post-production to 
bring these legacy narratives to life. View a selection of the legacy documentaries at kdocsff.com/outreach-program.

On June 21, 2016,  Li-Hindson’s History 12 class premiered the seven original documentaries as the completed products 
of the Legacy Documentary Project. In attendance were family, friends, KDocs, and the Delview Secondary student body.

“Thank you Manon Boivin and Greg Chan of KDocs Outreach 
Program for supporting my first time attempt at using documentary 
making as a medium to teach History. Manon’s expertise and 
experience as a producer and filmmaker helped greatly with our 
project. Manon provided feedback on the criteria for our Legacy 
Documentary, workshopped my class through the stages  
(pre-production, production, and post-production) of filmmaking, 
and offered continuous support throughout this project. To see such 
a high level of student engagement in this undertaking has made 
me truly appreciate the power of documentary making. I would also 
like to thank KDocs for showcasing our Legacy Documentaries on 
the KDocs website, making it possible for my students to share their 
stories with a wider audience. I hope to have the opportunity to 
work with KDocs again in the near future.” 

Annie Li-Hindson,  
History Teacher at Delview Secondary School



Practicum Students 
Host KDocs  
Outreach Events
As their practicum project, a group of fourth-year KPU 
English students worked with KDocs Community Outreach 
to create two community events. The first was a screening of 
Jennifer Siebel Newsom’s The Mask You Live In about hyper-
masculinity and the socialization of boys. Sponsored by 
KPIRG (Kwantlen Public Interest Research Group), the event 
included a discussion forum and breakout groups facilitated 
by the practicum students. The special guests of the evening 
were the youth from the Pathways Aboriginal Centre in 
Richmond.

The second event was an LGBTQ+ Pride Week screening 
of two documentaries, Transforming Gender and How We 
Got Gay. A keynote address by Gerald Walton (activist 
and author of The Gay Agenda) opened the evening, 
while the screenings were followed by a panel discussion 
led by Walton, Tara Lyons (KPU Criminology), and Kari 
Michaels (KPU student and WOOW co-founder). Brandy 
Svendson (Co-founder and CEO, Be the Change) served 
as the event’s moderator. Practicum students Neil Bassan, 
James Hospedales, Amanda Lam, and Kelsey Oskam were 
responsible for selecting the documentaries, promoting 
the event, social media, recruiting panelists and the 
keynote speaker, writing a grant application, coordinating 
refreshments, set-up and hosting.



KDocsFF.com/outreach-program
facebook.com/KDocsFF
@KDocsFF
#KDocs#

“There were so many 'AHA!' moments for me, and 
I'm sure for many others as well. So many times, I was 
taken to places within me that stirred my angst, rage, 
discontent, and disapproval of how our world has 
been visioned for us. On the other hand, I was also 
brought to tears of hope and happiness at the level of 
passion that we all have for our communities, families, 
and world around us. It takes courage, conviction, 
and a multitude of experiences to come and stand 
our ground and say what we feel to large audiences. 
So to the panelists, filmmakers, and communities 
represented today—I hold my hands up to you. You 
fill my cup with hope for the future. When I go to sleep 
tonight, I will stand on the earth with my feet firmly 
planted on the ground, knowing I did what I could 
today to help make our world a better place, and say a 
prayer for all of you who were present and share that 
assertion in that we all did the same.”

Brandon Gabriel 
KPU Alumnus


